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What is the EYFS?

The Early Years Foundation Stage coversthe first stageof ac h i Icailed s
from birth to five years old. It sets the standards to ensure that all
children learn and develop, aswell as keeping them healthy and safe.

All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers in England must
follow the EYFS.

Also included in the EYFS are the 7 Areas of Learning . They are:
Nj Communication and Language
Nj Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Nj Literacy

Nj Mathematics

Nj Understanding the World

Nj Expressive Arts and Design

At the end of the EYFS, there are 17

Early Learning Goals that children are
expected to achieve.




We follow the EYFS Early Adopter framework (2020). Within thi
framework there are four guiding principles which shape our pr

These are:

1. Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and c
resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured

2. Children learn to be strong and independent through posi
relationships .

3. Children learn and develop well in enabling environments wit
teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individua
Interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time.
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners an
parents and/or carers.

- Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework
the education and care of all children in early years provision, |
children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND




In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. These chan
have now been made and all early years settings and schools will follo
the new EYFS from September 2021.

The aim of the changesis to improve the learning for all children and b
prepare them for the move into year 1.

To help make the right changes, evidence was looked at to find the best wa
children can be supported in developing asthey grow.

The changesalso hope to give children the best start in life and set the
well for their future.

up

Not all parts of the EYFShave changed, some elements have remain
same or similar.



Change 1:

Reduced the amount of unneeded
written recordings and assessment of
children by staff.

A This means staff do not need to keep a
large amount of written evidence that
proves children are able to do lots of
things.

A Staff still know the abilities and skills of
each child, and know how to support
them to develop. However, now they do
not need to write this down
unnecessarily.

A This frees up more time for staff to
spenddirectly with the children.

A By taking away the need for constant
recording, it helps to develop more
natural play, conversations  and
interaction between adults
and children.




Change 2:

There is more of an emph
importance of develo
communication and langua

A Children should be su
building up vocabulary by
the amount of words they
can use.

A Encourage more conve
between adults and children, b
children and their peers.

A Good language skills are the basi
all  other learning an
Interaction, so this is vital
on.




Change 3:

There is a focus on ho
stories is important to help
develop in all of Areas of L

A Daily reading of stories enc
enjoyment of reading from
age.

A Lots of other learning oppo
happen when looking at boo
example comparisons of cultu
the past.

A Listening to  stories = dev
imagination, ideas and language.

A Reading is an essential skill a
should be shown to children,
as practised by them regularl

A Children are also encour
story ideas in their play.



Change 4.

There is a focus on encouraging
healthy choices overall and an
understanding of oral health.

A Required to teach children the
importance of brushing teeth .

A Supervised toothbrushing is not
expected in settings and schools

A Focus on helping children to
understand which choices to make
that will help them to be healthy,

for example which foods to eat and
why.

A Getting into good routines from a
young age is important as these
often continue into adult life .




At the end of the reception year, children are
assessed against thel7 Early Learning Goals .

It is important to remember that:

A The ELGsare not a test. Staff will use
what they already know about a child to
make their decisions.

A The ELGs are not the EYFScurriculum .
They should not be used to be taught to,
they are just an end point.

Changes have been made to the Early Learning
Goals so that they are now clearer, easier to use
and understand.

They have also been adapted to better match u
with™ the national curriculum in year 1. This wil
help children to be better prepared for their
move to the next key stage.

Exceeding judgements have also been removed.
Children are now encouraged and challenged to
have a greater depth and understanding of things
before moving onto new learning.

Early years
foundation stage
profile

2021 handbook

EYFS reforms early adopter version
June 2021



EYFS learning and development
requirements

Our curriculum encompassesseven areas of learning and development. All
areas of learning and development are important and inter -connected.

Three areas are particularly important for buildin? a foundation for igniting
'?hh I I dcumosithp ind enthusiasm for learning, tforming relationships, and
riving .

These are called the prime_areas:

A communication and language

A physical development

A personal, social, and emotional development.

Four areas help children to strengthen and apply the prime areas.
These are called the specific_areas:

A literacy

mathematics
A Underst_andlng the world
A expressive arts and design

Throughout their time in the Reception Year our children partake in an
ambitious curriculum which is designed in a sequential way to ensure
Erogress towards the end of reception goals. These goals are defined as Early
earning Goals (ELGS)

| will explain what these look like (the descriptors) in each area of
learning a little later oné




How will the children learn?

Adult-led takes the form of focused
teaching, directed by the teacher
Children learn through a balance of to enable children to develop skills
adult-led and child -led learning across the EYFS curriculum. For
indoors and outdoors. example, daily phonics session to
promote early reading and writing
skills.

Child-led takes the form of play
indoors and outdoors with
resources carefully selected to
promote specific skills and engage
chil drends inte
from assessments. All adults are
involved in this process, teaching
in the moment and using careful

guestioning to promote learning.



How do the children learn?

Playing and exploring
A Do they play on their own in groups?
A Which activities are they drawn to?

A Do thef)]/ act out situations in the role play area or
through imaginative play?

A Can they select their own tools, resources, materials
for a particular idea?

A How long do they persist for?

Active Learning
A Do they concentrate in silence or by thinking aloud?
A Do they ask for help/support if they need it?

A Do they discuss solutions for challenges with
peers/adults or work things

A through themselves?

Creating and thinking critically

A Do th(ejy draw upon knowledge or experiences not
immediately related to

A the activity?

A Do they try something different, rather than follow
what someone else has

A done?

A Are they confident to tr%/ different approaches and
adapt i f i doesndot wor k?




Our curriculum incorporates
learning through play,
learning by adults modelling,
by observing each other and
through guided learning and
direct teaching.

It is also important to

highlight that our plans are

flexible to allow us to

respond quickly t
new interests and/or needs.




Group learning

A Time is planned during the day to create opportunities for children to
work together

A CtZ#iIdren are encouraged to express their ideas and to listen to the ideas of
others

A tThey learn the skill of negotiation and co  -operation and how to work as a
eam

A Children spend time representing their ideas and theories about the world
and how it works (KUWE)

A Representing is thought of as re -presenting ideas that are expressed first
as words, then drawings, 3D models and sometimes movemen

A The children are encouraged to talk about what their pictures show

A As they represent their thoughts in different ways dthey begin to
uE_lcllers and their own ideas more clearly, and to develop critical thinking
skills

Devel oping childrends i deas and theories

A Having good conversations does not happen by chance &we plan
opportunities

A We provide the children with lots of opportunities

A We use our words and body language, to show that we value their
answers

A We give children time to think and respond to questions we askddondt be
tempted to fill the silences

A Welistent o the childrends answers before asking the ne

A We act as a role model by thinking out loud, aslginlg _ ourselves questions, _
such as 061l wonder whyé?7d.,?@what would happen if

A We record our/their discussion &using the iPad to video/photograph -
taking notes on Tapestry




Documentation

v Learning process documented as it
develops through notes, recordings,
drawings, photographs, video

v Educators interpret the evidence
gathered to plan and support the
possible next stages of
project/learning experience

v Co-teaching allows for discussion
and sharing of documentation with
fellow educators, children and
parents




The class
environment

A Is the third teacher
A Is neutral

A Hasorganised learning
zones

A Has resources available
for children to explore

A Changes throughout
the year
AvVval ues chil drend

individual ideas and
contributions




Communication and Language

ELG1 Listening, Attention and Understanding

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with
relevant questions, comments and actions when being read
to and during whole class discussions and small group
interactions .

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask
guestions to clarify their understanding.

- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth
exchangeswith their teacher and peers.

ELG2 Speaking

- Participate in small group, class and 1-to-1 discussions,
offering their own ideas, using new vocabulary;

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making
use of new vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems when appropriate ;

- Expresstheir ideas and feelings about their experiences
using full sentences, including accurate use of past, present
and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with
modelling and support from their teacher.




Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

ELG3 Self-Regulation

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to
regulate their behaviour accordingly.

- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and
control their immediate impulses when appropriate .

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even
when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several
ideas or actions.

ELG4 Managing Self

- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and
perseverance in the face of challenge.

- Explain the reasonsfor rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

- Managetheir own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the
toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

ELGS5 Building Relationships

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
- Show sensitivity to their ownandto ot h eneeslsd




Physical Development

ELG6 Gross Motor Skills

- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with
consideration for themselves and others;

- Demonstrate  strength, balance and
coordination when playing;

- Move energetically, such as running, jumping,
dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

ELG7 Fine Motor Skills

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for
fluent writing 0o using the tripod grip in almost
all cases

- Use a range of small tools, including scissors,
paintbrushes and cutlery.

- Begin to show accuracy and care when
drawing.

 YAYOL RUSAMA




Literacy

ELG8 Comprehension

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently
introduced vocabulary.

- Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.

ELG9 Reading

- Saya sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound
blending.

- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their
phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

ELG10 Writing

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

- Spell words by identifying soundsin them and representing the sounds
with a letter or letters;

- Write simple phrasesand sentences that can be read by others.




Maths

ELG11 Number

u - Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the
composition of each number.

U - Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.

U - Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or
other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some
number bondsto 10, including double facts.

ELG 12 Numerical Patterns
u - Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting

system.
U - Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising
when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other
quantity .

' - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including
evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed
equally.




Knowledge and Understanding of the

World

ELG 13 Past and Present

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in
society.

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past
and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
class

- Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in booksread in class and storytelling .

ELG 14 People, Culture and Communities

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious
and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their
experiences and

what has been read in class

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

ELG 15 The Natural World

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and
drawing pictures of animals and plants.

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their
experiences and

what has been read in class

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural
world around them, including the seasonsand changing states of
matter.




Expressive Arts

ELG 16 Creating with Materials

- Safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and  techniques,
experimenting  with  colour, design,
texture, form and function .

- Share their creations, explaining the
processthey have used.

- Make use of props and materials when
role playing characters in narratives and
stories.

ELG 17 Being Imaginative and Expressive
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and
stories with peers and their teacher.

- Sing a range of well-known nursery
rhymes and songs

- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and
stories  with others, and (when
appropriate) try to move in time with
music.




Tapestry

v Use of Tapestry to take observational
assessmentsto find out what the child
can do and what their next steps are dso
we can not only celebrate their 6 wo wo
moments, but also adapt planning to

take into account the needs of all TQP EST I—_\)Y

children. ONLINE LEARNING JOURNAL

u Tapestry is a secure, online Learning
Journal to record photos, observations
and comments, in line with the Early
Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to
build up a record of your chi | dos
experiences during their time with us.




Worship

Asa Church of England School, all
our pupils have daily worship.

In partnership with the Church
our pupils are enabled to flourish
and achieve their full potential
through worship, underpinned by
our Christian Values.

We explore our Christian values:
love, respect, ~ faith,
thankfulness and fellowship .

We also have a focus value each
half term.

Reverend Armstrong and her dog
Merlin, visit each class once a
week to deliver worship. We love
our worship sessions!




Managing Self:
Confident to try new

activities and show
independence, resilience,
and perseverance in the face
of challenge.

Explain the reasons for rules,
know right from wrong and
try to behave accordingly.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Selfregulation: Building Relationships:
P YRSNE G yRAY3I 2F 2 gNPKANGRaYys Gk &
feelings, and able to regulate their cooperatively and ta
behavior accordingly. Ems W|th‘t<_)thers.

Set and work towards simple goals, ag;r::]hrrf;tl:ewi ih
being able to wait for what they want el e G is
and controltheir immediateimpulses P

Communicati ¢n & Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding
Listen attentively and respond appropriately to
what they hear with relevant questions, comments
and actions during whole class and small group
discussions.
Comment on and ask questions about what they
heard to clarify understanding.
Hold conversation whefrendsged in back and forth

Speaking:

Participate in small group, class, and 1:1
discussions, offering their own ideas, usir]
recently introduced vocab.

Offer explanations for why things might
happenmaking use of recently introduced
vocabulary from stories, nefiction, rhymes
and poems when appropriate.

Express ideas and feelings about their

Manage their own basic . with peers exchanges with experiences using full_sentgnces, i_ncludin;
hygiene and personal needs when appropriate. . ) Show sensitivity to their teachers/peers. use of tenses and conjunctions. With supfort
including dressing, goingto |V beused attention, responding 26y FyR 20KSNBRQ ySSRa from their teacher.
the toilet and understanding appropriately even when engaged in an
the importance of health activity and show an ability to follow )
food c[k)mices Y instructions involving several ideas or : Ph ySl cal Davel Opment
' actions. Fine Motor:
Hold a pencil effectively in
c preparation for fluent writing Gross Motor:
theracy G using the tripod grip in Negotiate space and obstacles safslth
Comprehension: Word Reading almost all cases. _ consideration for themselves and others.
Demonsiatelindarstineitt of Say a sound for each Writing: Use arange of small tools i.e Demonstrate strength, balance, and coordination
what has been read to them letter of the alphabet Write recognisabldetters, most of scissors, paintbrushes, when playing. -
by retelling stories and and at least 10 diagraphs. which are correctly formed. (I;L:at;eirrly{o show accuracy and l%/lc;ve egirget;:azlly SIL(JCQh ijlgj}\nnmg,zjumpvmg, v
narratives using ownwords Read words consistent Spell words by identifying sounds care when drawin yOAYy y Al y
and recently introduced with phonic knowledge ) . g.
y b . in them and representing the

vocabulary. y soundblending. .
Anticipate Swhere Read aloud simple son.Jnds. with a letter or letters
appropriate key eventsin sentences and books that Write simples phrases and Mdths
stories are consistent with their sentences and can be reg] .

: . Numerical Patterns® Number:
Use and understand recently phonic knowledge, others. Number:

Have a deep understanding of numbers

introduced vocab. during
discussion about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems
and during role -play.

including some common
exception words.

Past and Present:

Talk about lives of pgople aropind them and the V

their roles in society

Know some similarities and differences
between things in the past and now ddrawing
on their experiences and what has been read in

class.

Understand the past through settings,
characters and events encountered in books

read in class and storytelling.
The Natural World

Explore and make observations
world.

Similarities and difference in the natural world.
Understand important process and changes,
including seasons and changing states of

aatier

Undersfandingeople. cutture and Community:
J Id Describe their immediate

or environment using knowledge from
observation, stories, non -fiction
texts and maps.
Know some similarities and
differences between different

ligious and cultural communities in

is country, drawing on their
experiences and what has beeng€ad
in class.
Explain some similarities and
differences between life in this
country and life in other countries,
drawing on knowledge from stories,
non-fiction texts and dwhen
appropriate d maps.

of the natural

Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern
of the counting system.

Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts,
recognising when one quantity is greater than, less
than and the same as the other quantity.

Explore and represent patterns within numbers up
to 10, includingevensand odds, double facts and
how quantities can be distributed equally.

10, including the composition of each
number.

Subitiseup to 5

Automatically recall (without reference to
rhymes, counting or other aids) number
bonds to 5 (including subtraction facts)
and some number bonds to 10, including|
doubling facts.

Expressive A

Creating with materials:

Safely use and explore a variety of materials,
tools, and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, pattern, texture, form, and
function.

Share creations, explaining the processes they
have used.

Make use of props and materials when role

plaving characters in narratives and stories.

rts and

Desi

Being imaginative and Expressive:
Invent, adapt, and recount narratives

and stories with peers and their teacher.
Sing a range of well-known nursery
rhymes and songs.

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and
stories with others and dwhen
appropriate dtry to move in time with

music.

I YR



What a day 1 n Rec

10.15- 10.30- 10.50-
10.30 10.50 11.15
Snack Literacy | Learnmin

and 4
millk through
play

12.00-12.30

12.30-13.00 | 13.00-13.15
Lunchtime Afternoon
play story/ Show

and tell

13.15-14.00 | 14.00-14.45
Leamning

through play

14.45-15.00

The children will also have a weekly session of PE and Forest School as well. These sessions will be
communicated over Class Dojo to ensure children have the correct uniform and equipment.
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Early Reading and Writing

u  In Reception, we will continue to use Letters and Sounds
to teach phonics and early reading:

u https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp -
content/uploads/sites/10/2021/01/Letters -and-Sounds
Guide-1.pdf

u https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp -
content/uploads/sites/10/2021/05/tips  -to-encourage-
blending-1-1.pdf

u  Across the whole school, we use Kinetic Letters to
develop core strength and promote correct letter
formation

u https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp -
content/uploads/sites/10/2021/01/Kinetic  -Letters -
Guide-1.pdf

u Home-link books will include an overview of the letters
and sounds learnt each week, so you can practice these
at home together

u  Children will be listened to read regularly 1 -1 with an
adult and this will be documented using Go -Read (our
new digital reading record system)



https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/01/Letters-and-Sounds-Guide-1.pdf
https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/05/tips-to-encourage-blending-1-1.pdf
https://lowerheath.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/01/Kinetic-Letters-Guide-1.pdf

